294             VISIT  TO  THE  HOLY  PLACES,
now lead along, and the foot of the Mount of
Olives on the east, commencing from that part
of the same hill described before as the Moun-
tain of Offence.
In the rainy season, this narrow bed is filled.
by a torrent, which is still called the Brook of
Kedron ; but it was, at the period of our visit,
perfectly dry.   This confined space is nearly
covered with the grave-stones of Jews, with in-
. scriptions in Hebrew characters; as it is esteem*
ed among them one of the greatest blessings-to
end their days at Jerusalem, and to obtain a
burial in the valley of Jehoshaphat    For this
purpose, the more devout among them come
from distant parts of the world, and it is certain
that immense prices are paid by them,for the
privilege of depositing their bones in this vene-
rated spot.*
Independently of the celebrity of this; valley
as the scene of other important and interesting
events, the prophet Joel had chosen it for the
place of a pleading between God and the enemies
of the Jews. " For behold, in.those days, and
in that time, when I shall bring again the cap-
tivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather
See the general aspect of this Vale of Death, with its
ancient and modern sepulchres, in the vignette on the oppo-
site page.